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It is hard to believe the holiday 
concerts are behind us.  While not the 
official halfway point of the year, the 
holiday break seems to signify things are 
half over.  The holiday concerts never 
cease to amaze me with how musically 
talented our students are.  I want to 
congratulate our students, music 
teachers, and our parents for their part 
in creating another year of 
entertainment.   

 At this special time of the year, I 
would also like to remind the students, 
our staff, and the community of the 
importance in supporting the numerous 
charitable organizations in our 
community.  Whether individually or in 
groups, students, staff, and families 
have the ability to make the holidays 
better for others in our community.     

As I reflect on 2016, I am reminded 
that a great part of the success of this 
school district is the support of the 
community.  Every day I am pleased to 
see families and community members 
that are concerned about the education 
of our young people.  School pride is 
often most obvious through our athletic 
and extra-curricular programs, but it is 
more and more visible in our academic 

expectations.  We are very fortunate to 
have such a caring community.  

To the staff, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for all 
their efforts throughout the year.  
Absences and staff turnover have 
provided challenges of late, but have not 
changed your focus.  The success of our 
district is built on the efforts of our 
employees; and in this past year, we 
have enjoyed many successes both 
academically and in our extra-curricular 
activities.   

On behalf of the Moshannon Valley 
School District, please allow me to 
extend my personal and genuine 
appreciation to each and every one of 
you for your valuable contributions.   

I am looking forward to seeing what 
our students and staff can accomplish in 
2017! 

 

My best to you and 
your family.   

Enjoy the holidays! 
 
 
 

High School News  
Sierra Waite won 1st place in the VFW 
Voice of Democracy Essay contest at local 
VFW Smithmill Post 6321.  She went on to 
place 3rd at District level.  Congratulations!  
  

 
Elementary News  
The Elementary Santa’s Workshop took place this 
week and it is wonderful to see the excitement in 
the student’s eyes as they work hard to select the 
perfect gift for those who are important to them.  
Thanks to all who help to make this possible!  

The Season to Reflect  
 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Though change comes often to a school district, 
Moshannon Valley certainly has a constant – every day for the 
more than 31 years Mrs. Bacher has greeted staff, students, and 
families at the elementary school.  That means she has worked 
through the daily challenges of about 5,688 school days!  

It does not matter if it is preparing for the first day of 
school, budget time, the last of school, assisting students 
through the morning announcements, keeping track of 
thousands of excuses or anything in between, Mrs. Bacher 
greets everyone with a smile. 

“My favorite part of the day is dealing with the students, 
you never know what the day will bring,” Mrs. Bacher stated.  
We know all of those students are in wonderful hands   

Budget 2017-2018… 

Reports are published daily stating that 
Pennsylvania is on pace for a $600 million 
budget shortfall in coming months.  The 
Governor’s office hopes to avoid proposing 
a hike in sales or income taxes next year, 
which will continue the process of pushing 
the problems down the road.  According to 
newspaper reports, Republicans, who hold 
commanding majorities in both legislative 
chambers, are indicating they are eyeing 
radical changes to current government 
practices.  Items may include privatizing 
services and consolidating state 
departments, which have the potential to 
affect education.  

In a report out this week, the state's 
nonpartisan Independent Fiscal Office [IFO] 
indicated the deficit could reach $1.7 billion 
in the fiscal year that starts in July 2017.  
Reports like that give credence to the 
growing concern that the budget process 
may mirror the 9-month delay in 2015.  
 

Final Newsletter before the Holiday Break 

Next Issue January 13, 2017 

 December 22: 1 Hour Early Dismissal 
 December 24-January 2: Christmas Holiday Break 
 January 3: First Day Back to School 
 January 16: In-Service Day  

 

  

Elementary Reading 
Curriculum… 

Many may not be 
aware, but the elementary 
is looking to implement a 
new K-6 reading curriculum.  
Elementary staff members 
on the Reading team are in 
the process of evaluating 
several research-based 
programs to determine 
what fits best for MoValley.  

Everyday Evidence… 
 Ms. Tiesi had her 3rd grade's social 

studies students complete a unit entitled 
"Holidays Around the World!"  Students 
created their own suitcases and are 
collecting artifacts and information about 
a different country each day until Winter 
Break.  

Featured in the photo above are 
paper lanterns to represent India's Diwali 
celebration and a broomstick to represent 
La Befana in Italy!  Students kept track of 
their countries in a Passport book they 
created at the beginning of the unit and 
each child has a personal world map.  So 
far, the class has researched Greenland, 
England, Israel, Italy, Germany, and India. 

The District goal for an effective 
reading program is one that develops 
reading competence in all students and is 
based on proven practices.  There are three 
primary components critical to a successful 
change in our core reading program.  First, 
implementation is important and the team 
will be looking at what will be required in 
the transition.  Second, it is important to 
sustain powerful reading instruction in the 
classroom.  That connects directly with the 
third component, professional 
development.  The training must equip our 
teachers with a solid knowledge base; 
effective aligned instructional tools; and 
provide them the confidence that the 
District supports the teachers through 
implementation.  Be looking for more 
information as the process continues. 


